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LEY 55
4 DE AGOSTO DE 1997

Para autorizar al Departamento del Trabajo a reglamentar, certificar, y licenciar aquellas
personas, que dentro de la jurisdicciéon del Estado Libre Asociado de Puerto Rico se
dedican a la inspeccién de graas de construccién e industriales.

EXPOSICION DE MOTIVOS

En los tltimos afios hemos tenido conocimiento de varios accidentes en la industria
de construcciéon relacionados con equipo pesado, especificamente grias de construccién e
industriales, donde muchos de estos accidentes, han sido tragicos. Este equipo pesado es
inspeccionado por personas que en ocasiones obvian la responsabilidad que conlleva una
inspeccion rigurosa.

Toda grta debe cumplir con unos requisitos de disefio, construccién, inspeccion,
mantenimiento y operacion. Al momento de inspeccionar, muchas veces se incurre en
una serie de fallas ya que se ignora la importancia de estos requisitos.

En Puerto Rico, el gobierno no acredita, no certifica, no autoriza para la inspeccién
de griias. La inspeccion se rige por la Ley Federal OSHA. Actualmente estan certificando
personas que trabajan con ascensores y calderas. Muchos de ellos, ingenieros mecénicos,
industriales y quimicos que hacen trabajo independiente, los cuales no tienen certificacion,
registraciéon y no cumplen con una péliza de responsabilidad publica.

Mediante la creacion de esta ley se propone que sea el Departamento del Trabajo y
Recursos Humanos quien determine qué personas cumplen con los requisitos y se
encuentran capacitados para expedirseles las licencias correspondientes.

Decrétase por la Asamblea Legislativa de Puerto Rico:

Articulo 1.- Por la presente se le confiere al Secretario del Departamento del Trabajo
y Recursos Humanos plena facultad para reglamentar, certificar y licenciar a aquellas
personas que se dedican a la inspeccion de grtas de construccion e industriales. La
reglamentacion que se adopte deberd incluir los requisitos para ejercer como inspector y la
suma razonable de los derechos a cobrarse para la expedicion de tales licencias.

Articulo 2.- Ninguna persona se dedicara a la inspeccioén de grtas de construccién e
industriales sin antes haber tenido una licencia a esos efectos expedida por el Secretario del



Trabajo y Recursos Humanos.

Articulo 3.- Se autoriza al Secretario del Trabajo y Recursos Humanos a imponer
multas administrativas, conforme a la Ley Nam. 170 de 12 de agosto de 1988, conocida
como "Ley de Procedimientos Administrativos Uniforme del Estado Libre Asociado de
Puerto Rico", segin enmendada, a aquellas personas que persistan en su representaciéon
como peritos en este campo sin haberse sometido al procedimiento de certificaciéon ni
poseer la debida licencia expedida por el Secretario.

Articulo 4.- El Secretario del Trabajo y Recuros Humanos deberd someter el
reglamento para la aprobacion del Gobernador dentro de los ciento veinte dias (120) de
aprobada esta Ley.

Articulo 5.- Esta Ley comenzara a regir a los sesenta (60) dias después de su
aprobacion.
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AN ACT

To authorize the Department of Labor to regulate, certify and grant licenses to those
persons engaged in the inspection of construction and industrial cranes within the
jurisdiction of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

STATEMENT OF MOTIVES

During the past years we have had knowledge of several accidents in the construction
industry involving heavy equipment, specifically construction and industrial cranes,
where many of these accidents have had tragic consequences. Said heavy equipment is
inspected by persons who occasionally disregard the responsibility which a thorough
inspection entails.

Every crane must meet certain requirements regarding its design, construction,
inspection, maintenance and operation. At the time the inspection is conducted,
frequently there are a series of lapses due to their ignorance of the importance of these
requirements.

In Puerto Rico, the government fails to accredit, certify and authorize the inspection
of cranes. Inspection is governed by the OSHA Federal Act. At present they are
certifying people who work with elevators and boilers. Many of these, mechanical,
industrial and chemical engineers who work independently, lack a certification or

registration and fail to hold a public liability insurance policy.



The creation of this Act intends to make the Department of Labor and Human
Resources responsible for determining which persons meet the requirements and are
qualified to be issued the pertinent licenses.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF PUERTO RICO:

Section 1.- The Secretary of the Department of Labor and Human Resources is
hereby conferred full authority to regulate, certify and grant licenses to those persons who
are engaged in the inspection of construction and industrial cranes. The regulations to be
adopted shall include the requirements to perform as an inspector and the reasonable fees
to be charged for issuing such licenses.

Section 2.- No person shall be engaged in the inspection of construction and industrial
cranes without first obtaining a license to such effects issued by the Secretary of the
Department of Labor and Human Resources.

Section 3.- The Secretary of the Department of Labor and Human Resources is
hereby authorized to impose administrative fines, pursuant to Act No. 170 of August 12,
1988, known as the "Uniform Administrative Procedures Act of the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico", as amended, on those persons who persist in representing themselves as
experts in this field without first having submitted themselves to the certification
procedure or obtaining the pertinent license duly issued by the Secretary.

Section 4.- The Secretary of Labor and Human Resources shall submit the regulations
for the approval of the Governor within one hundred and twenty (120) days from the
approval of this Act.

Section 5.- This Act shall take effect sixty (60) days after its approval.



January 24, 1999

José A. Figueroa-Lugo, Director of the Office of Legislative Services of the Legislature
of Puerto Rico, hereby certifies to the Secretary of State that he has duly compared the
English and Spanish texts of Act No. 55 (S.B. 99) of the 1st Session of the 13th

Legislature of Puerto Rico, entitled:

AN ACT to authorize the Department of Labor to regulate, certify and grant licenses to
those persons engaged in the inspection of construction and industrial cranes
within the jurisdiction of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,

and finds the same are complete, true and correct versions of each other.

José A. Figueroa-Lugo
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